T he recently published Illustrated Guide to Soil Taxonomy has made teaching and learning soil classification easier. The new Guide is a highly illustrated derivative of the 12th edition of Keys to Soil Taxonomy. It is designed to help college students, especially those on collegiate soil judging teams, learn the fundamental concepts of pedogenic features and soil classification. It also supports soil scientists beginning their career in soil survey by presenting basic concepts of soil features and taxa that may be new to them and is useful to natural resource management and engineering professionals who use soil survey information in their work.
The publication presents broad concepts and diagnostic features used in soil classifications that impact use and management decisions. Definitions of the diagnostic horizons and features are accompanied by photos and background information, including common horizon nomenclature. Numerous hyperlinks direct the reader to additional information and photos that help make clear a complex subject.
The regularly updated Keys to Soil Taxonomy has been the profession's handbook containing the most current updates. But it has become clear that this handbook worked for some, but not for all. The complexity of the subject, along with the technical language and shortage of illustrations, made it hard for those both in the classroom and the field. The Guide was designed to be more userfriendly by simplifying the language and adding lots of illustrations of features that would normally take years of fieldwork across the several continents to see.
"We anticipate this publication will quickly become the 'go to' publication for both the student and novice soil classifier," Scheffe says. "The classroom environment will love it, and for the new soil scientists in the field, it will make their acclimation to soil types new to them quicker."
